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The Athens 2004 Olympic Games
presented an opportunity for Greece to
celebrate its ancient traditions and
modern  organizational  skills. The
organizers used archaeology as theory,
iconography, idealism etc. They
particularly  focused on Classical
antiquity, when the Games were at their
height before their modern revival. This
article, however, will examine the use of
Minoan archaeology. | argue that,
although there is no archaeological
evidence to connect Minoan
archaeology to the original Olympic
Games, the modern Greek national
narrative adapted it to the current
national image of the Olympic Games. |
analyse this phenomenon by
deconstructing some of its processes,
taking Crete as a case study. | also
highlight broader issues, concerning the
instrumentality of the public domain in
the shaping of cultural heritage.
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Ot Ohvpmakoti Ayoveg e AOnvag 1o
2004 mapovciacav yio v EALGda pio
gukopicc  vo  mavnyvpicel yuo  TIg
apyoies mapaddoES TNG KOl TIG
GUYYPOVEG OPYOVOTIKEG ™mg
KOVOTNTEG,. Ot OpYOVOTES
xpnoonoincay v apyooroyion mg
Bewpia, ekovoypaeio, 10e0MoUd KTA.
Eoticcav wwitepa oty  Klaow
apyodtnro, otav ot Ayodveg
Bpiokoviav 610 amdOYEWd TOLS TPV TN
ouyypovn ovofioon tovg. Avtd 10
apBpo Opmg Ba eetdoet T xpnon e
Mwvmikng apyotoroyiog.
Emyeipnuotoroyd Ot, av kot dev
VRLAPYOLV  OPYOOAOYIKEG  OmOOEIEELg
mov  va  ovvdéovv TN Mwvoikn
apyoaoroyioe  pe  tovg  apyoiovg
Olvumokovg Aydveg, 1 Neogdnvikn
eBvuin agnynon ™v mTPochprocGE TN
ocvyypovn  €Bvikn  ewdva  TOV
Olvpmokdv Ayovov. Avoldo avtd
TO (QOWVOUEVO UE TO VO OTOSOUNCM
opwopéveg amd TIC SldIKOCiEG TOV,
Aoppdvovtag v Kphm og pia
mopaderypatikn perétn. Tovile emiong
gupvtepa BEpaTO IOV APOPOVV GTOV
KEVIPIKO POAO  TOL  KOWOL  O1TN
Stpdpewon ™mg TOAMTIGTIKNG
KANPOVOLLAG.



